
A message from the Principal and Assistant Principal 

Dear Cactus Valley Families, 

Happy New Year to all of our CVE families! We hope you enjoyed time spent with family and 
friends over the holiday break. As we ring in 2020 and a new decade, we look forward to all 
the possibilities and new learning that await our CVE students. Our teachers are committed 
to our vision at CVE: to develop happy, high achieving students and staff. Not only are they 
making sure your child is learning the expected standards, but they are also devoted to 
making sure your child is engaged in learning that encourages cooperation, critical thinking, 
and fun!

As our partners in education, we encourage you to take time to work with your child 
whether it be practicing his/her math facts, reading together, or writing a fun story together. 
When kids know parents are interested in their academic lives, they take school more 
seriously as well. 

Preschool Parents: 

Please be sure to park in a parking spot, not in the fire lane, when dropping off and picking 
up your child. We need to keep our driveway clear for emergency vehicles if there is ever a 
need. We also want to ensure a smooth flow of traffic and can’t have the parking lot blocked. 
Thank you! 

Weather Reminders: 

With winter in full force now, we’d appreciate your help by reminding your child/children to 
dress appropriately for the colder weather. If the temperature is 20 degrees (“real feel” 
including wind chill), we will have outside recess. If the temperature is below 20 and/or if it’s 
snowing/raining excessively where children will get wet, we will have indoor recess. 

**On a side note related to dressing appropriately, we have LOTS of coats in the Lost & 
Found! Please be sure to check for any items you may be missing. We will be donating any 
unclaimed items after that first week back in January.  
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Attendance: 

As we come back from a much needed break, it’s our hope that our CVE students are healthy 
& well! Being in class every day is critical to the overall success of your child in school. 
Much of the learning taking place requires hands on lessons that are difficult to replicate at 
home. Students learn from the rich discussion and questions from both their peers and the 
teacher. Unless your child is ill with a high temperature, has been vomitting or had diarrhea, 
has a rash, head lice, or an eye infection within the past 24 hours, we ask that your child be 
in class. 

We are excited about the possibilities each new year brings, and we have no doubt 2020 will 
be a year of learning, growing, and sharing among our Cactus Valley community! 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.  Our door is always open to you! 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Detlefsen, Principal  
Simone Richardson, Assistant Principal 

ELL News 
During the month of January, 80 CVE students who are learning English will take the 
state ACCESS exam to determine their progress in acquiring academic English. The 
test includes speaking, listening, reading, and writing components and test items are 
written based on the Model Performance Indicators of the five English Language 
Proficiency (ELP) WIDA standards: 
Social Language 
Language of Literature 
Language of Mathematics 
Language of Science 
Language of Social Studies 

For more information, contact Jenny Zetah @ 665-7861 

Lost and Found 

Please remember to check lost and found for any items you student may be 
missing. It is located outside of the CVE office. 



Counselor’s Corner 
Happy New Year! I hope all of our CVE families had a wonderful holiday break!  
This month in Character Education, we will focus on kindness. In 4th and 5th grade, 
we will discuss the importance of using kind words and actions and learn what 
racism means. In February, we will go deeper into how racism affects our community.  
In 2nd and 3rd grade, we will practice using kind words with our classmates. 
Kindergarten and first grade will learn about filling others buckets. 

Nationwide, January 27th through January 31st is the Great Kindness Challenge. 
The CVE Student Council will come up with a Spirit Week during that time. Details 
will be coming home with your students in the next week. On the home front, please 
talk to your students about the importance of being kind to others and using nice 
words. Kindness Matters! 

Totes for Hope sign up forms went out the first week of school. Totes for Hope helps 
families in need by providing 6-8 non-perishable items of food weekly and is delivered 
on Wednesdays. If you would like to sign up, please contact me. Winter weather is 
upon us. If your student needs hats, gloves, coats, etc...please contact me and I can 
help find your student what they need. 

If you have questions or concerns about your student or need referrals for mental 
health services, please call Ms. Amy Chabin, 665-7764. 

Girls on the Run 
At the end of this month, 3rd-5th grade girls will have the opportunity to 
register for Girls on the Run, a 10 week program that empowers girls to be 
active members of a team and run a 5K race in Fruita on May 2. Practices 
begin February 18 and continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays (new days 
this year) from 3:45-5:15pm. This is our 13th year with GOTR and we are 
happy to work with this new group of girls! 

Jenny Zetah, Cindy Davis, Margaret Hesse, and Teka Israel, coaches 



Digital Citizenship Topic of the Month: Apps To Watch Out For

Stay On Top of the Popular Titles Teens are Already Using. By Christine Elgersma 
Click this link for the article and short video about apps that are important to watch out for and 
why: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/apps-to-watch-out-for 

Sent from https://www.commonsensemedia.org 
Common Sense is the nation's leading independent non-profit organization dedicated to 
empowering kids to thrive in a world of media and technology. 

Internet Essentials from Comcast: Affordable Internet for Eligible Households 

If you don't have internet in your home due to the monthly cost, click the link below and find out 
if you are eligible for Comcast's Internet Essentials Program 

https://internetessentials.com/get-help#application&Documentsneeded2019 
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